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News from the Board

JOB search almost completed

You might have seen our advertisement... EUCIA had a job
opening and was searching a Sector Group Manager. The search
started in late February and is coming to an end soon. We as the
Board are very pleased with the amount of people applying and
the good degree of knowledge all candidates have. Presently the
interviews are going on and very likely early June the selected
candidate will be chosen. What are our criteria: Well, the person
needs to have an industrial, preferably a COMPOSITE
background. The candidate should also have professional
background in managing an organisation and dedicate his time to
EuCIA. Administrative and technical know how is required. And
we would like somebody with a young dynamic attitude.
COMPOSITES are a relative young material group; its dynamic’s
and innovation should also be reflected by the new manager. So,
in a few weeks we can offer further service to our industry and
follow our objectives:

- Industrial Growth

- Effective influence on Legislation and Regulation

- Internal and External Industry Education.

Do Board Members like Cocktails?

Yes , we do. Especially when we have the opportunity to share a
cocktail with members of the European Commission and
Parliament. That is what we did on 18 April in Brussels.

EuCIA represented the VOICE of our COMPOSITE Industry
towards the European legislative organisations, as it is foreseen
in our strategy. The cocktail organized and hosted by EuPC was
performed under the motto ‘plastics and transportation industry’.
EuCIA presented a large variety of Parts and Automotive
applications to the Officials. It was a great occasion for our
COMPOSITE industry to demonstrate our performance and our
ability to reduce energy consumption, recycling, weight reduction,
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effective fuel consumption, increased driving security and other
major topics. By the way, if you would like to supply parts to
EuCIA please contact Bianka Nagy(bianka.nagy@eupc.org). The
parts for this event were supplied by John’s Manville, Ranger
Plast, Polynt, BMC I-Tedradur, Hexel... Thank you!

News from the member states

KIERRA

A two-year recycling project called KIERRA has ended at the
end of April 2007. KIERRA-project, funded by Finnish Funding
Agency for Technology and Innovation along with Finnish FRP
industry, focused on finding sustainable and economical recycling
methods for fiber reinforced plastics. Most of the research was
carried out concentrating on glass fiber reinforced plastics, but
regeneration techniques for carbon fiber composites were also
studied.

Fighting against Fire with Nanotechnology - Fire Re  sis-
tant Composites

Mikkeli Region Centre of Expertise is launching a national project
aiming to improve fire resistance of polymer composites. Fast
developing nanotechnologies bring totally new possibilities to
improve fire resistance of composites without impairing their me-
chanical properties and manufacturability. This is expected to
open new application areas and markets for composite business.
The project is being prepared within the national Centre of Exper-
tise Programme together with leading research institutes and
industry.

More information: juha.kauppinen@miktech.fi,
pekka.peltomaki@miktech.fi, www.miktech.fi

Finnish Plastics Industries Composite Group
will organise yearly Finnish FRP-days on 8-9 November 2007.
Themes will be among others the research activities in the field,
fire safety and chemicals and REACH.

The composite industry joins forces with Nordic pro ject

Nordic composite industry has received approval from the Nordic
Innovation Centre and from Norwegian — Swedish Industry Foun-
dation for two of their projects. The projects concern a Nordic
web-portal for composites as well as a further development of the
Norwegian-Swedish interactive training programme.

Swedish—Norwegian competence project for the com-
posite industry

The project aims to develop relevant teaching material for the
composite industry in Sweden and Norway. Request specification
has already been developed by our industry organisations in co-
operation with Polylnvent AB in Sweden.



Nordic web-portal for composites

The project aim is to establish and develop a Nordic web-portal at
an international level regarding composite materials and compa-
nies.

The remaining assets will be sponsored from the composite indus-
try in Sweden and Norway. Project start was February 15" 2007
and the project will run for 18 months. Project leader is Paal
Fischenich from NKF in cooperation with Millie Ericsson from the
Swedish composite industry. The portal shall:

- Encourage increased use of composite materials at important
impose areas.

- Promote Nordic composite industry as a well known international
supplier

Be an instrument to distribute concentrated and adapted informa-
tion to Nordic composite companies on chosen areas

Nordisk Innovations Centre

Nordisk Innovations Centre considers the composite industry as an
important sector for the Nordic countries. The composite industry is
composed of many small and medium sized companies, they al-
ready have shown a high grade of innovation in their daily develop-
ment. It is therefore important to develop a mutual Nordic web-
portal for an already existing and well established network.

Project management

The management will be SINTEF (Reidar Stokke). He will be as-
sisted by Paal Fischenich from NKF. The project cost is estimated
at NOK 700,000,-. Of this amount Nordic Innovations Centre con-
tributes 300,000,- and the composite association in Sweden, Den-
mark and Norway have contributed a total of 90,000,-. The re-
maining amount of the budget is sponsored by the industry itself.
The project has started on 15 January 2007 and will be finished by
the summer of 2008. The work ahead is of great importance and
the composite industry needs to take part and produce/contribute
with ideas, content and knowledge so that it can be a well
functioned portal which will profile the products, technology and
design in an excellent way. The project will be an important tool
when creating new growth areas within the industry and also focus
on new market segments.

Danish Vestas Company invests in the USA

Vestas Wind Systems A/S (Rander, Denmark) has followed
through on its prediction in late 2006 that it would establish a wind
turbine blade production facility in the U.S. as a result of the
continuing growth of wind power in the American market. The
company has decided to site its facility in Windsor, Colo., located
about 30 miles north of Denver. The total investment in production
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24-31 October 2007 K2007
5-6 November 2007 AVK Conference

6-8 November 2007 COMPOSITE Europe

REACH Workshop for Extrusion

equipment, land and buildings is expected to be about 45 million

euros, appr. $60 million (USD). Plant construction will begin
immediately, with production
startup planned for early 2008. At
full production, the plant will have
a capacity of approximately
1,200 blades per year, employing
about 400 people.

The windmill
Turbines working at 120 m high?
Is this the windmill of 2010? A proposed Architecture by One
Architecture, Ton Matton and
NL Architects, commissioned by the Dutch government.. The
proposed mill is shaped like a tree and can hold up to 8 turbines
and be as high as 120 meters! A tree shaped mill is less intrusive
in the flat Dutch landscape than the mill-parks they use. Let's work
on it.
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Did you know?

...that one third of the world's produced cars are coming from
Europe?

... that the EuCIA booth at JEC was very well received? Lot’s of
east European Organisations stopped by and asked for information

That the wind energy is one of the fastest growing
COMPOSITE growths segment? The Wind energy capacity only in
the USA has increased by 30% to 11.800 MW.

... that SGL, a German Carbon fiber producer is planning to triple
it's fiber production by 2008? A recent joint venture with acrylic
fiber producer Lenzing AG (Lenzing, Austria) assures SGL a
secure, long-term supply of the acrylic-based polyacrylonitrile
(PAN) precursor it requires for production of carbon fibers used
primarily in wind energy, automotive and sporting goods
applications. Announced in March, the joint venture is subject to
customary final approval of German antitrust authorities. Also, in
January of this year, the company acquired a majority interest in
F.A. Kiimpers GmbH (Rheine, Germany), an established producer
of carbon fiber multi-axial reinforcement fabrics.

... Environment committee MEPs hear three hopefuls for election
to key EU chemical agency body

MEPs on the European parliament's environment committee ques-
tioned three candidates for election to the management board of
the European chemicals agency (Echa) on Wednesday. The 32-
strong management board will appoint the agency's executive di-
rector, set its budget and approve its work programme.
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